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SENATE BI LL 5100

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Poul sen, Fraser, Kline and Kohl-Wlles; by request of
Gover nor Locke

Read first tinme 01/13/2005. Referred to Conmttee on Water, Energy &
Envi ronnent .

AN ACT Relating to state greenhouse gas em ssions; and addi ng new
sections to chapter 70.94 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) There is substantial international scientific agreenent that
rapid climate change is underway and that this change is principally
the result of hunman-caused increase in the production of greenhouse
gases.

(2) These changes in climate are likely to cause significant |ong-
termdetrinental inpacts to Washington state and the northwest econony
and envi ronnent.

(3) Nunerous other states have established greenhouse gases
reduction goal s including Connecticut, Mine, New Jersey, New York, and
Oregon, as well as regional goals by the New England states and the
east ern Canadi an provi nces.

(4) CGoals provide a clear performance target for statew de
activities to address greenhouse gases and climate change.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. It shall be the goal of the state of
Washi ngton to reduce our em ssions of greenhouse gases throughout the
state and across all mmjor sectors.

(1) By Decenber 1, 2010, the state of Washington will reduce its
total greenhouse gas emssions to a level that does not exceed the
total annual production of greenhouse gases produced within the state
in 1990.

(2) By Decenber 1, 2020, the state of Washington will reduce its
total greenhouse gas em ssions to a level that is at |east ten percent
bel ow t he total annual production of greenhouse gases produced within
the state in 1990.

(3) Beyond 2020, the state of Washington will continue to reduce
its total greenhouse gas em ssions to |levels consistent with |long-term
stabilization of greenhouse gas |evels in the atnosphere and consi st ent
with the recommendations of the intergovernnmental panel on climte
change.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The Washington State University center
for climate and rural devel opnent in cooperation with the departnent,
the departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent, and ot her
governnment entities, including local air pollution control agencies,
shal |l annually report to the |egislature and governor on greenhouse gas
em ssions produced instate and total greenhouse gas em ssions produced
out of state as a result of in-state energy denmands. The report shal
descri be progress toward achieving the goals set forth in section 2 of
this act.

(2) The report shall cover all major sources of greenhouse gas
em ssions and shall put particular enphasis on state governnent-rel ated
em ssi ons.

(3) The center, in cooperation with the departnent, the departnent
of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent, the energy facility site
evaluation council, and other interested parties, shall create a
greenhouse gas em ssions registry by Decenber 31, 2006. To the nmaxi mum
extent possible, the center shall coordinate with other states that
have or are devel opi ng such registries. The center nay determ ne that
Washi ngton state participation in an existing or proposed nultistate
climate registry is sufficient to neet the requirenents of this act.
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(4) To the extent that there are state mandatory greenhouse gas
em ssions reduction requirements for new power plants or other
em ssions sources, those entities that are bound by these requirenents
shall annually report their em ssions characteristics to the registry,
begi nning no | ater than Decenber 31, 2007.

(5) The center may devel op gui delines necessary for inplenentation
of this section. The guidelines shall make provisions for both
mandatory reporting by those entities covered by section 4 of this act
and voluntary reporting for all other entities that may wish to use the
regi stry.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) The center together with the departnent
of community, trade, and econom c developnent shall investigate
greenhouse gas reduction strategies for the state and report its
findings to the governor and | egislature. The center shall make use of
all reports and analyses of state or region-specific greenhouse gas
reduction strategies. The report shall enphasize those strategies that
offer the potential to reduce overall costs and, in particular, could
result in econom c devel opnent benefits to the state. The report shal
be delivered to the governor and | egislature by July 1, 2006.

(2) The center together with the departnent and the departnent of
community, trade, and econom c developnent shall investigate the
feasibility of a greenhouse gas cap and trade system for reducing
gr eenhouse gas em ssions. They shall produce a report to the governor
and legislature by Decenber 31, 2006, that includes explicit
consi deration of:

(a) Any existing system or proposed state or regional greenhouse
gas cap and trade systens;

(b) The feasibility and potential benefits of participating in a
multistate cap and trade system

(c) Cap and trade systens that include, but are not |limted to,
electricity | oad-based em ssions.
(3) The center shall consult wth agriculture, forestry,

conservation, and other interested parties on steps that the state can
take to pronote viable and econom c attractive greenhouse gas trading
mar kets for Washi ngton conpani es.
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1 NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 1 through 4 of this act are each
2 added to chapter 70.94 RCW

~-- END ---
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